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ERR A TA. 

April, 1890 (vol. v, no 4 of Mod. Lang. Notes), 
Col. 219, v. 309, for 15 read 13. 
v. 311, for 16 read 15. 
Col. 220, v. 336, for seint read seint. 
Col. 221, v. 437, for vendom read vendrom. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The eighth number of 'Erlanger Beitrage zur 
englischen Philologie,' hrsg. von H. Varn- 
hagen, is a tabulation of proverbial sayings in 
the works of Chaucer : " Das Sprichwort bei 
Chaucer. Zugleich ein Beitrag zur vergleichen- 
den Sprichworterkunde. Von Willi Haeck- 
el." If Chaucer's " saying" is found, or cor- 
responds to anything, in the principal collec- 
tions of proverbs compiled for English and for 
European languages, reference is made to 
these collections. In the arrangement of the 
material three principal divisions are made : 
I, " Sichere Sprichworter und sprichwortliche 
Redensarten ; II, Zweifelhafte Sprichworter, 
etc. ; III, Anspielungen auf Sprichworter," 
etc. The subdivision of the first general 
chapter will further indicate the author's 
method: "A. 1. Solche welche Gemeihgut 
mehrerer Sprache sind ; B. solche welche 
anderweitig nicht belegt sind, aber von Chau- 
cer ausdriicklich als Sprichworter bezeichnet 
werden." Under A. 1. the " sayings " relate 
to "1. Liebe, Freundschaft ; 2. Glttck, Un- 
gliick, stetiger Wechsel im Geschick des 
Menschen ; 3. Armut, Reichtum ; 4. Geiz, 
Begehrlichkeit ; 5. Miissiggang, Arbeit; 6. 
Fleiss, Beharrlichkeit, Geduld ; 7. Reden, 
Schweigen ; 8. Thorheit, Weisheit ; 9. Erfah- 
rung, Vorsicht, Klugheit, Vernunft ; 10. 
Entschlossenheit, Eile, Weile, Mass ; 11. Rat, 
Urteil ; 12. Zwang, Notwendigkeit ; 13. Gleich- 
heit, Ahnlichkeit, Verschiedenheit ; 14. Wahr- 
heit, Aufrichtigkeit ; 15. Luge, Tauschung, 
Betrug ; 16. Siinde, Verbrechen ; 17. Ver- 
ganglichkeit, Leben, Tod ; 18. Ehe ; 19. Sprich- 
wortliche Redensarten, welche keiner der 
erwahnten Kategorieen angehoren." The 
author has accomplished a task for which all 
students of Chaucer will be grateful. If 
slight omissions are discovered Chaucer may 
himself plead extenuation : 

" No man at the fyrste stroke 
Ne maye nat fele downe.an oke." 



' Pure Saxon English, or Americans to the 
front,' by Elias Molee, author of ' A Plea for 
an American Language ' (Chicago and New 
York : Rand, McNally & Co., 1890) is the work 
of a " philanthropically inclined "man who has 
"been pondering, for the last twenty-five 
years, over the idea how we might work up 
into a true, beautiful, and good language." 
He offers a solution of the difficult problem of 
radically undoing the history of the language, 
by venturing a curious manipulation of "the 
precious Saxon element "■ — "for the rest is 
only brought in by oppression, cruelty and 
pedantry." In a word a new language is con- 
structed—such as never existed indeed, and 
(the author will pardon the assurance) such as 
never can exist.. It is another World-Lan- 
guage — one of those Volapiik-Pasilingua- 
Kosmos creations. The book is a marvel of 
misdirected industry and good-will. Let it be 
read in charity by those who choose to read 
it, while the author may reflect on a pro- 
found truth to which Felix Dahn has given 
the following expression: " Es giebt nicht, 
gab nie und wird nie geben eine allgemeine 
abstracte Menscheitssprache oder eine allge- 
mein menschliche Kunst : sondern die Potenz 
der Sprache, die Auffassung des Schonen 
wird iiberall verwirklicht in einer nationalen 
und geschichtlich bedingten Farbung." In 
spite of the author's attempt to build upon the 
primitive national basis of the language, he 
commits, just as surely as his associates in the 
craft of language-making, those arbitrary and 
unlawful acts which can never call a language 
into being. The world-language advocates 
may with safety appropriate the words of 
Jarvis ("The Good-natured Man"): "This 
same philosophy is a good horse in the stable, 
but an arrant jade on a journey," but in all 
seriousness it will be agreed that it isn't 
even " a good horse in the stable." 

The publishers of ' Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary ' (Messrs. G. & C. Merriam & Co., 
Springfield, Mass.) have now ready for distri- 
bution a new and revised edition of that work 
with a new and appropriate title : ' Webster's 
International Dictionary.' In a subsequent 
issue of this journal a more extended notice of 
this important work will be given ; for the 
present it may be sufficient to allow the pub- 
lishers to make the following statements: — 
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The "International" is, in fact, the popular 
"Unabridged" thorougly re-edited in every 
detail, and vastly enriched in every part, with 
the purpose of adapting it to meet the larger 
and severer requirements of another genera- 
tion as satisfactorily as the "Unabridged " as 
revised in 1864* and enlarged in '79 and '84 
has met the requirements of the last genera- 
tion. The editing has been done under the 
supervision of the same editor-in-chief, and 
under the auspices of the same publishers, 
who conducted the previous revision. They 
have never wavered from their aim to main- 
tain its progressive supremacy. They began 
this revision, not as a speculative venture, but 
as a duty to scholars and to letters, before the 
signal of new rivalries was sounded. They 
have carried it patiently and suitably through 
to an unforced completion. They have not 
been obliged to omit any approved excellence 
of older editions on account of the vested 
rights of others ; nor, on the other hand, have 
they been compelled to experiment in novel- 
ties in order to attract attention. Their labor 
has been directed to perfecting what was al- 
ready acknowledged by eminent scholars to 
be the best. With what liberal expenditure 
of time and toil and money this duty to 
scholarship and to the public has been per- 
formed, partly appears in the following state- 
ments : — Work having direct specific reference 
to the publication of this Dictionary has been 
in progress for over ten years. Not less than 
one hundred paid editorial laborers have been 
engaged upon it. Besides these, a large num- 
ber of interested scholars have freely con- 
tributed in important ways to its completeness 
and value. Within the ten years that the 
work has been in progress, and before the 
first copy was printed, more than three 
hundred thousand dollars were expended in 
editing, illustrating, typesetting and electro- 
typing. These facts are presented as an as- 
surance, which under existing condition is due 
to the public, that Webster's International 
Dictionary is the rightful heir to the pre-emi- 
nent favor which for more than half a century 
has been given to the great work of Noah 
Webster and its successive revised editions. 
The retail list price of the new book in rich 
and substantial sheep binding is $10.00. It is 
also supplied in a variety of more expensive 
bindings. 

The publisher E. J. Brill of Leiden has 
distributed specimen pages of a new edition of 
Old Saxon Texts, edited by Prof. J. H. Galee 
(University of Utrecht). The work will con- 
stitute a large folio volume with numerous 
phototypes, and will be supplied to subscribers 
at the cost of £\. 15 sh. Prof. Galee is wide- 

*Still covered by copyright. 



ly known for his profound scholarship, and 
has made valuable contributions to our know- 
ledge of minor texts of Old Saxon. He has, 
moreover, almost ready for publication an 
Old Saxon Grammar. The new and hand- 
some volume of texts will be a complete Cor- 
pus of all the known Old Saxon monuments, 
including the entire "Heljand." In addition 
.to certain phototype pages of the Heljand 
MSS., the minor texts will in each case be 
thus reproduced in full, and transliterated. 
All the MSS. will be described ; paleographi- 
cal peculiarities will be pointed out ; variations 
of dialect will be set forth ; and " the whole 
will be accompanied by an essay on the con- 
dition, of the Church in Saxon countries, and 
on the extent of literary studies in those times, 
i. <?., down to the end of the eleventh centu- 
ry." It is hoped that American scholars may 
promptly give their support to this commend- 
able enterprise. 

The secretary of the American Dialect 
Society has published Dialect Notes, Part ii, 
which embraces pp. 33-83 of the annual volume. 
The first article in this instalment is by Prof. 
E. S. Sheldon, the Secretary (Harvard Uni- 
versity), in which the writer aims by discussion 
and by the aid of word-lists "to show some of 
the differences between the colloquial English 
of London, as represented in the second edition 
of Sweet's ' Elementarbuch des gesprochenen 
English,'" and his own pronunciation. This 
contribution should be compared with Mr. 
Emerson's observations printed in the 
present number of Mod. LaNo. Notes. Mr. 
A. F. Chamberlain contributes " Dialect 
Research in Canada." Prof. Primer, in " Mis- 
cellanies," points to some of the guiding 
principles to be observed in the study of local 
peculiarites of speech. After these articles 
follow a number of interesting Word-lists : 
" Notes from Cincinnati " ; "Kentucky Words 
and Phrases"; "Notes from Louisiana"; 
"Various Contributions"; "Additions and 
Corrections to the words mentioned in Part I." 
The number closes with a revision of Mr. Gil- 
bert M. Tucker's "Bibliography of Works 
on Americanisms." 

' Hints on French Syntax with Exercises,' 
by F. Storr, is the title of a collection of 
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many of the mostfrequent instances of differ- 
ences between English and French construc- 
tions. The text and the exercises are printed 
separately and the book is interleaved for the 
further convenience of the instructor. The 
pamphlet (48 pp.) attests its practical value by 
having already reached the fifth edition. 
Boston : D. C. Heath & Co. 

The second series of the Edition Berlitz 
(New York; Boston : Schoenhof) is entitled 
' Nouvelles. ' Many of the most entertaining 
stories of contemporaneous authors are found 
in the twelve numbers issued, and not a few 
poems are scattered through them. Daudet 
is represented by that charming genre sketch, 
" Les Vieux," Jacques Normand by " Le 
Rapide de P. L. M.," Jeanne Mairet by 
" Feuilles d'automme," Monselet by "Une 
Scene a l'H6tel Druot," Coppee by "Le Mor- 
ceau de pain," Henry Greville by "La 
petite servante russe " and Theuriet by 
L'Oreiller d'ours.' Among the remaining 
selections are reminiscences of the Franco- 
Prussian war, scenes drawn from Parisian 
society and from theatrical life, monologues, 
saynetes, and more serious (though, we must 
confess, less attractive) attempts, as a version 
of the chronicle of the fourteenth century, "Le 
Combat des Trente." Among the authors we 
note Sarcey, Mery, H. Lafontaine, Cha- 
vette and Dreyfus. With but few excep- 
tions the series is made up of those short, 
sparkling and airy products of the essence of 
French wit which gives the lighter literature 
of France its zest and its attractiveness. 
Their publication in this country renders them 
accessible to class use and cannot fail to 
furnish a most pleasing variation in the 
average curriculum. Price 25 cts. per num- 
ber ; 12 numbers per year. 



PERSONAL. 
Edward Everett Hale, Jr. (A. B., Har- 
vard University, 1883), has resigned from his 
position in Cornell University and is at present 
in Europe, where he has planned to spend 
several years in the prosecution of studies in 
Germanic philology, chiefly under Professors 
Kluge and Sievers in Germany, but also 
giving some time to the study of English litera- 



ture in England. In the latter part of his 
undergraduate course Mr. Hale turned his 
attention to historical subjects, and devoted 
the three years following his graduation to 
special studies in American history — taking 
graduate work in connection with the Harris 
Fellowship at Harvard during a portion of that 
time, as well as editing Lechford's ' Note- 
book ' for the American Antiquarian Society 
and assisting his father, Dr. Edward Everett 
Hale, in the production of ' Franklin in 
France ' (cf. Mod. Lang. Notes, vols, ii, p. 
94 and iv, p. 94). From 1886 to 1889 Mr. Hale 
was Instructor in English at Cornell Universi- 
ty, and, in i889-'90, as Acting Assistant Pro- 
fessor of English, had charge there of the 
literary part of Professor Corson's work, 
during the latter's absence in Europe. 

Dr. Sylvester Primer (cf. Mod. Lang. 
Notes, vol. iv, p. 227) has been called to the 
chair of modern languages in Colorado Col- 
lege, Colorado Springs, Col. 

Dr. Philippe B. Marcou (cf. Mod. Lang. 
Notes, vol. iv, p. 226), has accepted an In- 
structorship for French in Harvard College, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Prof. Schmidt-Wartenberg (cf. Mod. 
Lang. Notes, vol. iv, p. 31), has been ap- 
pointed Prof, of Modern Languages in the 
State University of South Dakota, Vermillion, 
S. Dak. He is at present engaged on a Goth- 
ic Hand-book which will contain, besides a 
short grammar, text and vocabulary, a suc- 
cinct history of the Goths, including their 
literature and the position of their language in 
the Indo-European group of languages, to- 
gether with a special treatment of phonology, 
etc. The work will be published by D. C. 
Heath & Co., Boston. 

Mr. C. Carroll Marden has been appoint- 
ed Instructor in French at the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. Mr. Marden 
received the B. A. degree at the Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore, in June 1889, 
after which he was engaged as teacher of 
modern languages in the Norfolk Academy, 
Norfolk, Va., until he entered upon his present 
position. 

Dr. Joseph S. Shefloe has been appointed 
Associate in French at the Woman's College, 



